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See seventy thousand men out of work in the Pennsylvania coal
fields; fifty thousand laborers asking for bread in the City of New
York; the almshouses of Massachusetts crowded to repletion in the
summertime; unemployed men roving over the West in great bands,
stealing what they cannot earn ____ It is an ominous thing that in
this centennial year, states that a century ago were covered by the
primeval forest should be holding conventions to consider the
"tramp nuisance"— the pure symptoms of that leprosy of nations,
chronic pauperism. . . . What can any change of men avail so long
as the policy which is the primary cause of these evils is un-
changed? s
This address was so successful that it was printed and used
as a campaign pamphlet. In spite of George's lack of oratorical
training he was invited to "stump" the state for the Democrats.
This gave him a reputation as a speaker and he was asked to
deliver the final address of the campaign.
"Whether I go into politics, into the law or into the news-
paper business/* he wrote his mother, "I do not intend to rest
here; but to go ahead step by step ---- 1 propose to read and
study; to write some tilings which will extend my reputation,
and perhaps to deliver some lectures with the same view. And
if I live, I shall make myself known even in Philadelphia. I aim
There had been no chair of political economy at the Univer-
sity of California, and when plans were made to establish one,
Henry George, who had proved his threefold power as orig-
inal thinker, writer, and speaker, was suggested for the place.
His familiarity with economics as evinced in "Our Land and
Land Policy" and his long record of thoughtful editorials won
him an invitation to deliver several lectures at Berkeley before
the students and faculty.
A college professorship, as George confided to his wife, was
one of his ambitions. And so he took much care in the prepara-
tion of the first lecture, "The Study of Political Economy/' He
made no attempt to expound his own theories on how die un-
equal distribution of wealth might be rectified but tried merely
to show the vital importance of this branch of learning which
"concerns itself with matters which among us occupy more
than nine tenths of human effort, and perhaps nine tenths of
human thought/* He defined economics in this wise, compres-
sing much of his philosophy into a few sentences:

